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A B S ACT 

T^his guide discusses the purposes as well as 
priorities and potential of the Exemplary Programs and Project 
Section of the 1968 amendments to the Vocational Education Act, 
describes considerations in developing exemplary programs at all 
educational levels, and suggests administrative strategies for 
program and project implementation. Some major recommendations ar . 
(1) special attention should be given to the vocational needs of 
noncollege bound high school graduates, dropouts, and handicapped 
vouth. (2) Vocational education should be structured as a 
developmental and sequential process from elementary through 
postsecondary and adult vocational programs, (3) Schools should 
assume responsibility for all students until they successfully make 
the° transit ion from Lhool to work, («> Guidelines for programs and 
projects should be student centered, and (5) Responsibility for the 
administration of exemplary programs should include the functions of 
priority determination, consultation, management, coordination, and 
dissemination. (Author/SB) 
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ABSTRACT 

This volume is intended as a guide for the development and implemen- 
tation of exemplary programs and projects to be funded under Part D of 
the 1968 Amendments to the Vocational Education Act. Content for the 
guide is drawn from papers presented by consultant-speakers to the Na- 
tional Conference on Exemplary Programs and Projects, from ideas dis- 
cussed at nine regional conferences on the same subject, and from the 
independent research of the writers. 

The guide discusses the purposes, priorities, and potential of the 
Exemplary Programs and Projects Section; it calls attention to certain 
basic considerations for the development of programs and projects which 
are truly exemplary; and it suggests administrative strategies for imple- 
menting such programs and projects and for encouraging their widespread 
adoption. 



INTRODUCTION 

Rarely has an educational program had more of an opportunity to 
innovate and to demonstrate promising models than has vocational educa- 
tion in America today. This golden opportunity has been provided by the 
high risk capital offered to state and local education systems through the 
Exemplary Programs and Projects Section of the 1968 Amendments to the 
Vocational Education Act. The concern of the U. S. Office of Education, 
Division of Vocational-Technical Education, for the maximum utilization 
of funds allocated to this section led them to sponsor a series of efforts 
aimed at assisting the states to develop and implement truly exemplary 
programs and projects. One national conference and nine regional confer- 
ences were sponsored in behalf of this effort. This guideline document 
represents a further effort to assist in the planning, implementing, and 
administering of exemplary programs and projects. 

This guide examines the purposes, priorities, and potential of the Sec- 
tion; calls to the reader’s attention basic considerations in the development 
of exemplary programs and projects; and offers numerous recommenda- 
tions for planning, administering, and extending the effects of such pro- 
grams and projects. Much of its content was gleaned from contributions 
made to the national and regional conferences by both consultants and 
participants. 

The writers would like to asknowledge the expert assistance extended 
to them by Mr. Edwin Crawford and Mrs. Judith Leader, Division of 
Vocational-Technical Education, U. S. Office of Education. Special ap- 



preciation is extended to the following consultants whose excellent con 
ference papers contributed greatly to the content of this guide: 
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North Carolina State University 
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Associate Professor of Education 
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Appreciation is also extended to the following group leaders who served 
as catalysts, arbiters, and reporters for the group sessions at the National 
Conference: Dr. Aleene Cross, Professor of Home Economics Education, 
University of Georgia; Dr. James O. Knuckles, Coordinator of System 
70’s Project, Atlanta City Schools; Dr. George L. O’Kelley, Chairman of 
Vocational Teacher Education, University of Georgia; Frederick L. Otte, 
State Supervisor of Occupational Education Research, Georgia Department 
of Education; Dr. Richard Riordan, Associate Professor of Education, 
Georgia State University; Marion H. Scott, State Supervisor of Program 
Evaluation, Georgia Department of Education; Dr. Emeliza Swain, Pro- 
fessor of Education, University of Georgia; and Bob R. Todd, State 
Supervisor of Vocational Guidance, Georgia Department of Education. 



CHAPTER I 

Purposes, Priorities, and Potential 

Purposes 

The Exemplary Programs and Projects Section of the 1968 Amend- 
ments to the Vocational Education Act of 1963 clearly demonstrates 
the strong commitment of Congress to the vocational development of 
America’s youth. The relatively large allocation of funds to vocational 
education comes at a time when Congress is aborting certain programs and 
threatening to emasculate others. This open door to the extension of 
vocational programs demonstrates the nation’s conviction that education 
for life must include preparation for work. 

In its progression from a simple to an exceedingly complex society, 
our nation has virtually eliminated the traditional means by which 
adolescents become working adults. In the past, youth were constantly 
surrounded by and early involved in work. However, with the passing of 
agrarian culture and the small factories and businesses within the home, 
work as an activity became increasingly less omnipresent until now it is 
chiefly an activity engaged in behind fences and brick walls. The need to 
validate one’s worth through gainful employment has served this country 
well, and the nation’s responsible leaders are looking to vocational educa- 
tion to perpetuate habits of industry and attitudes of social responsibility 
which accompany mature citizenship. 

The explicit purposes of this Exemplary Programs and Projects Section 
of the Amendments are ( 1 ) to identify effective on-going programs which 
can serve as models for improving the vocational education of students 
at all levels, and (2) to stimulate interest in and provide the means for 
creating new, more efficient and effective methods for providing job prep- 
aration needs. The Section challenges educators to integrate more ef- 
fectively those proven elements of vocational education with the total 
school effort in order to render school experiences more meaningful for 
all students. It further challenges vocational educators to crack the shell 
of traditional practice and come up with new, creative ways of meeting the 
needs of work oriented youth. 
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